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Assessing the point of view

The DBQ

Unit 2, Class 17

Name: ______________________________    Period:  1   2    5    6   

Part One: Point of View
Each source in history has a point of view.  When deciding the point of view take the following things into consideration.  
Does the point of view of the author relate to his/her position in society.   Is it a reliable source?  What was the purpose of 
the document? What was the tone of the document?  For example, does Margaret Cavendish’s place in society form her 
point of view?  Would this then be considered unbiased?  Does Christoph Scheurl’s recollections of his son show a point 
of view? Re-read each excerpt.  Following each excerpt are suggested point of view statements.  One is appropriate and the 
other not appropriate.  Decide which statement would be accepted by the College Board.

Excerpt #1

Example A:
“Cavendish, as both a woman and a member of the nobility, would likely hold this 
view since she may have been raised in privileged circumstances (doc 9).”

Example B:
“Margaret Cavendish, Duchess of Newcastle, in a letter from the 1620s that 
describes her upbringing, explains that her mother avoided terrifying her chil-
dren with threats (doc 9).”

Which example would meet the parameters of a point of view sentence?
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Example A:
“Christoph Scheurl wrote annual notes on the progress of his son, and he claimed 
that his son delighted in learning. These were personal notes to himself.”

Example B:
“Although Scheurl’s notes may be biased because they are of his own son, he 
is a perfect example of a parent who has pride in his son (doc 1).”

Which example would meet the parameters of a point of view sentence?

Excerpt #2

Part Two: Point of View
Read the excerpt below.  Write a sentence examining explaining a point of view in this document.


